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Now in its 5th edition – but still as popular as the first one - SOME LIKE IT CLASSIC is here again: 
a program full of masterpieces of Cinema that has been pleasing an audience of film buffs in Rome 
for four years now. Just like the past editions, audiences will rediscover milestones in the history of 
the seventh art. All projections will be strictly in 35mm, a film format that is still the best way to 
experience the greatness of the Cinema of the past. The program begins with one of the wildest 
screwball comedies of all times: The Awful Truth by Leo McCarey, starring an amazing screen 
couple - Cary Grant and Irene Dunne. The Golden Age of Hollywood is represented also by 
masters like John Ford (The Prisoner of Shark Island), Joseph L. Mankiewicz (A Letter to Three 
Wives), Rouben Mamoulian (The Mark of Zorro), Charlie Chaplin (Limelight), and, last but not 
least, the young Orson Welles starring along with Joan Fontaine in Jane Eyre, based on the novel 
by Charlotte Brontë. This year, on the world map of great Cinema you will find Spain with the 
legendary The Spirit of the Beehive, by Víctor Erice; Russia, with Solaris, one of Tarkovsky's 
paramount masterpieces (here presented in a subtitled uncut version); and Hungary, with Silence 
and Cry, one of the highest peaks of Miklós Jancsó's art. From England here come Sons and 
Lovers by Jack Cardiff and The Draughtsman's Contract, Peter Greenaway's resounding first 
feature, and also Cul-de-sac, from the stateless genius of Roman Polanski. An unusual Melville 
(Leon Morin Priest) and a vintage Resnais (Mon oncle d’Amerique, which won the Grand Prix at 
Cannes) will wave the French flag, while Italy will be represented by Umberto D., the sensible 
masterpiece by De Sica, thus completing an exhilarating journey that any film lover can't afford to 
miss. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 27th 2015, h 9:00pm 
THE AWFUL TRUTH 
(USA 1937) 
directed by Leo McCarey, starring Cary Grant, Irene Dunne, Ralph Bellamy 
b/w, 91’, 35mm original language with Italian subtitles 
Jerry and Lucy are a close-knit couple from New York's high society. Yet they suspect each other 
of being unfaithful, and they end up divorcing. But during the divorce proceedings they can't help 
but seeing each other all the time and, after a long string of misunderstandings, they end up in 
each other's arms again. A comedy masterpiece of the Golden Age of Hollywood, the film has a 
flawless pace and a perfect direction (which won an Academy Award), managing to balance the 
fun bits with a wicked wit and a moving romance. 

  
Tuesday, November 17th 2015, h 9:00pm 
THE DRAUGHTSMAN'S CONTRACT 
(UK 1982) 
directed by Peter Greenaway, starring Anthony Higgins, Janet Suzman, Anne-Louise Lambert 
color, 108’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
Lady Herbert, a noblewoman, asks a painter to draw twelve drawings in her English country house. 
Each time the painter finishes a drawing, the woman will give herself to him. But, at some point, 



clues of a murder begin to pop up on the landscape, and the painter fears for his own life. 
Greenaway's sensational first feature succeeds in compellingly mixing sophistication with cruelty, 
sex with politics, cinema with painting. Michael Nyman wrote the famous musical score. 

 
Tuesday, December 1st, 2015, h 9:00pm 
THE SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE  
(Spain 1973) 
directed by Víctor Erice, starring Fernando Fernán Gómez, Teresa Gimpera, Ana Torrent 
color, 97’, 35mm Italian dubbed version  
Ana is an introverted young girl and a daydreamer, too. She lives in a small town in Franco's 
Spain, in 1940. A view of the film Frankenstein moves her to the point where she drifts into her 
fantasy world. When she bumps into a Republican soldier, she mistakes him for the monster and 
helps him hide away. Even if he made only three films, Erice is a legendary director and this is one 
of the most evocative film about childhood ever. A simple and yet complex work of art that left a 
lasting mark. 
 
Tuesday, December 15th, 2015, h 9:00pm 
LIMELIGHT 
(USA 1952) 
directed by Charles Chaplin, starring Charles Chaplin, Claire Bloom, Buster Keaton 
b/w, 137’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
London, the early years of the 20th century: an old clown saves a dancer from a suicide attempt. 
He restores her faith in life and art, shaping her into a star. This is Chaplin's swan song (though not 
his final film) and also his last American film before the exile. Limelight moved audiences across 
the world and to this day it remains an extraordinary parable of altruism, bravery and faith in 
humanity. The last shot is unforgettable: for the first and only time, Chaplin shares the scene with 
Buster Keaton.  

 
Tuesday, January 12th 2016, h 9:00pm 
CUL-DE-SAC 
(UK 1966) 
directed by Roman Polanski, starring Donald Pleasence, Françoise Dorléac, Lionel Stander 
b/w, 113’, 35mm original language with Italian subtitles 
George and his young wife Teresa live in a castle on an island where nothing ever happens. The 
humdrum is broken when Dick and Albert, two gangsters on the run, arrive on the island. Albert 
dies and Dick holds the two spouses hostage: a surreal threesome ensues. An unpredictable and 
vitriolic black comedy, the film is orchestrated by Polanski with great skill and fun, constantly 
double-crossing the audience with the complicity of a magnificent cast. The film won the Golden 
Bear at the Berlin International Film Festival. 

 
Tuesday, January 26th 2016, h 9:00pm 
A LETTER TO THREE WIVES 
(USA 1949) 
directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz, starring Jeanne Crain, Linda Darnell, Ann Sothern, Kirk Douglas 
b/w, 103’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
During a charity picnic, three married women receive a letter from their best friend. She announces 
to them that she will leave town along with one of their husbands. The message makes the three 
women panic, and force them to reconsider their whole married life. Truffaut aptly wrote about 
Mankiewicz: "He's vivid, intelligent, diabolical with precision, savior-faire and knowledge". This film 
is one of the highest peaks of Mankiewicz's art, and one of his most famous comedies, too: it won 
two Academy Awards. 

 
Tuesday, February 9th 2016, h 9:00pm 
MON ONCLE D’AMÉRIQUE  
(France 1980) 
directed by Alain Resnais, starring Gérard Depardieu, Nicole Garcia, Roger Pierre 



color, 125’, 35mm Italian dubbed version  
The stories of three characters are told in the light of the behavioral theory conceived by Henri 
Laborit, who plays himself in the film. The encounter of the French biologist with Resnais' 
rationalist and ironic spirit starts off a one of a kind film, suspended between essay and fiction, 
scientific commitment and taste for fantastic storytelling. When it came out it was a cinematic 
sensation (it won the Grand Prix at Cannes and was nominated to an Academy Award). It still 
remains one of Resnais' most fascinating and original works. 

 
Tuesday, February 23rd 2016, h 9:00pm 
UMBERTO D. 
(Italy 1952) 
directed by Vittorio De Sica, starring Carlo Battisti, Maria Pia Casilio 
b/w, 89’, 35mm  
An elderly ministerial employee ends up alone and in dire straits financially. He only finds solace in 
his little dog and the friendship of a young maid working in the building from which he's about to be 
evicted. A masterpiece of the De Sica-Zavattini collaboration and of the whole Italian Cinema, too, 
Umberto D. marks the ultimate expression of Neorealism's ethics and aesthetics, both in terms of 
social statement and a sorrowfully human artistic gaze.  

 
Tuesday, March 8th 2016, h 9:00pm 
JANE EYRE 
(USA 1943) 
directed by Robert Stevenson, starring Orson Welles, Joan Fontaine 
b/w, 97’, 35mm original language with Italian subtitles 
Based on the famous novel by Charlotte Brontë, the film tells the story of Jane Eyre from her 
parentless childhood up until the meeting with the aristocratic Rochester, who employs her as a 
governess. Soon they fall in love with each other, but he hides an hideous secret. Orson Welles 
and Joan Fontaine's perfect performances, Aldous Huxley's screenplay and Bernard Herrmann's 
score are more than enough to make this particular screen adaptation of the novel a must-see. 

 
Tuesday, March 22nd 2016, h 9:00pm 
SILENCE AND CRY 
(Hungary 1968) 
directed by Miklós Jancsó, starring Mari Töröcsik, József Madaras, Zoltán Latinovits 
b/w, 76’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
Hungary, 1919: Béla Kun's Republic has fallen; the country is shaken by the repression. A humble 
farmer hides a rebel. But the relationship between the rebel and the farmer's family spirals into 
jealousy and doubts. An undisputed master of the Hungarian New Wave Cinema, with this film 
Jancsó achieves one of his best works: a radical view of power, shaped in a style that Wajda 
described as "a god-like gaze". 

 
Tuesday, April 5th 2016, h 9:00pm 
THE MARK OF ZORRO 
(USA 1940) 
directed by Rouben Mamoulian, starring Tyrone Power, Linda Darnell, Basil Rathbone 
b/w, 94’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
In order to free his land from a despotic governor, Diego de la Vega lives two lives: at night he 
becomes Zorro, a masked hero that fights for the people. The charm of the Golden Age of 
Hollywood is at his peak in this milestone of the cloak-and-dagger genre: the exhilarating pace, the 
polished direction, the charisma of the performers, the enjoyable irony that underlines the story 
testify once again to a unique era when art was one with entertainment. 

 
Tuesday, April 19th 2016, h 9:00pm 
SOLARIS 
(Soviet Union 1972) 
directed by Andrei Tarkovsky, starring Natalya Bondarchiuk, Donatas Banionis 



color, 165’, 35mm original language with Italian subtitles 
On the space station orbiting around planet Solaris, a scientist commits suicide and two others 
show sing of madness. A psychologist is sent to investigate. He'll discover Solaris' disconcerting 
ability to materialize human memory and subconscious. A visionary work which reached a cult 
status, "it has a hypnotic power that glues the audience to the screen by means of never-before-
seen images" (Morandini). The film is presented in a restored uncut version. 

 
Tuesday, May 3rd 2016, h 9:00pm 
THE PRISONER OF SHARK ISLAND 
(USA 1936) 
directed by John Ford, starring Warner Baxter, Gloria Stuart 
b/w, 96’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
A doctor is sentenced to life for the killing of president Lincoln although an innocent man, and is 
imprisoned on a marooned island. When a yellow fever epidemic starts to kill people, he manages 
to have his freedom back by saving inmates and guards. Based on a true story, it is one of the 
director's less-known works, but it is nonetheless one of the great vintage Ford films, seamlessly 
mixing epic moments with everyday life, stamina with emotion, the sense of justice with the cult of 
bravery. 
 
Tuesday, May 17th 2016, h 9:00pm 
SONS AND LOVERS 
(UK 1960) 
directed by Jack Cardiff, starring Trevor Howard, Dean Stockwell, Wendy Hiller 
b/w, 103’, 35mm original language with Italian subtitles 
Son of a coarse and violent miner, Paul grew up close-knit with his mother, whose jealousy 
prevents him from having any relationship with other women. A married colleague will take him into 
adulthood, but she will destroy his family's fragile balance, too. For this successful and enthralling 
adaptation of D. H. Lawrence's novel, credit must be given to the distinguished cast (including a 
very young Dean Stockwell) and to Freddie Francis' amazing photography, which won an 
Academy Award. 

 
Tuesday, May 31st 2016, h 9:00pm 
LEON MORIN, PRIEST  
(France 1961) 
directed by Jean-Pierre Melville, starring Jean-Paul Belmondo, Emmanuelle Riva 
b/w, 130’, 35mm Italian dubbed version 
In Besançon, during the German occupation, a young Jewish communist widow goes into a church 
to confess her sins. But her real intent is to provoke the young local priest. Yet he manages to build 
a meaningful relationship with the woman, who will end up falling in love with him. An apparently 
uncharacteristic film in Melville and Belmondo's body of work, it succeeds in exploring the 
relationship between faith and secularism in those complicated times, with extraordinary 
participation and sensitivity. 
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